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yet right on America’s doorstep.
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v know-it-all neighbor across the street
from my home in Texas assured me
that there was no such place as the
Thousand Tslands, “ICs a salad dress-
ing,” Gary said, nodding toward the
salmon-hued condiment I'd brought to
his barbecue,

“Does anybody know whete the Thousand Islands is¢" I'd asked
the group assembled in the backyard, asserting that it sounded
like a mysterious wonderland worth checking our.

“Nou can’t go there,” Gary insisted, as if he were speaking to a
five-vear-old. I ran home: went onling, and returned fve minutes
later holding up a printout. “Renovwned as the freshwater-boating
capital of the world,” T read to the group, “the Thousand Islands
15 an archipelago that straddles the ULS.-Canada border in the St
Lawrence Seaway, And.” I took a breath, “Thousand Island dress-
ing is the only zalad dressing that is
named for a geographic location in
MWorth America,” T waved myv bottle
of dressing for dramatic effect.

“Crreat,” Crary sad. “Mavbe yvou
should move there”

M THINKING OF a suitable sou-
wvenir for Caary as my flight lands in
Syracuse, New York, where T rent a
car to begin my trip to the Thou-
sand Islands. Pve been wanting to
get away to somewhers foreign but
not too distant and a place where,
ideally, English is widely spoken.
The Thousand Islands; like Atdan-
tis or Shangri-La, seems foreign
enough, even mythical, and right
at America’s doorstep. From Syra-
cuse, T'll head north 98 miles 1o the
Canadian border, encing up about
30 miles from where Lake Ontar-
io empties into the 3t. Lawrence
River, which flows east toward the
Atlantic Ocean.

The internanonal border ageags
through the Thousand Islands,
never touching land, with New York
state on one side and the Canadian
provinge of Ontario on the other.
Here, where a branch of the Cana-

with the Thousands Islands International Bridge to cross back
o the LLS. mainland, completing a whirlwind, clockwise tour of
this 50-mile strerch of the St. Lawrence. Along the way I'll take
inWellesley and Grindstone (the two largest TS, islands), Wolfe
Island {in Canadian waters), and a dozen or so smaller isles, Tl
wy to cram in whart a week off from work will allow and, I hope,
not get lost any more than necessary.

CEYSTAL CLEAR WATER, vivid green forests, 90-degree sun-
shine, and streets swarming with pirates greet me at my first stop,
Alexandria Bav, situated on the south bank of the S5t Lawrence.
The village (yvear-round populaton: 1,800} is in the throes of its
annual, ten-dav summer bacchanalia dedicated to legendary pirate
BRill Johnzton. In 1838, Johnston notoriously boarded, robbed,
then sank a Britsh riverboat within musket range of what's now
a modern town known for its dive shops, upscale rod-and-tackle
stores, and handzome; treg-lined
neighborhoods. | have time before
the pirate parade to board a sight-
sesing boat departing for a scenic
tour of Millionaire’s Row
During the late 19th century,
movers and shakers of the Gilded
Age flocked to the Thousand Is-
lands, building grand hotelz and
summer vacation homes complete
with docks for their hundred-foor
steam yachts, Among this early
group were George Pullman of
raflroad sleeping car fame; Henry
Marcus Quackenbush, inventor
of the double-hinged nutcracker
and the Daisv Red Ryder BB gun;
the Kellogg family, who brought
us Frosted Flakes; and George
Charles Boldr, proprietor of New
York City’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel,
He commissioned a six-story, 120-
room, Rhuneland-style castle on
Heart Island for his wife, Louiss,
Five-acre Heart Island, not far
from Alexandria Bay, got its name
after Boldr spent a king's ransom
fashioning the island and docking
facilities into the shape of a heart,
We stop to tour Boldr Castle, Pic-
ture a medieval European castle

dian Shiekd runs south 1o meet the Adirondacks, lies Clockwise fram abowe: upgraded with plate glass windows, wrap-arcund
the “Thousand Islands—Frontenac Arch”™ region, Tibbetts Point lighthouse verandas, an indoor peol, an elevator, and a steam
which was designated a UNESCOWorld Bicephere Fa?:::;ﬁ%ﬁ;edggirgsy power station. Wistful Enya music emanating from
Reserve in 2002, T T ey the ballroom drifts our 1o the Ttalian gardens and

The islands range from about 50 square miles 1o
the size of & carport and, to be counted in the group,
must stay above water 365 days a vear and support
at least one living tree, Considering that some 1,800
islands have made the cut, I've decided to limit my exploraton to
only the principal islands and riverside towns.

I'll start in Alexandria Bay, New York, and work my way west
(upriver) to the bayside village of Clayton., continuing west along
the L3, shoreling to Cape Vincent, overlooking the lake. Then Tl
hop a ferry across the bay to Kingston, Ontario, push east along
the Canadian shoreline to Gananogue, Ontario, then hook up
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bridge. Simple pleasures,
such.as this ice cream stop
in Brownville. are supreme

i the Thousand lslands.

children’s plavhouse. I'm reminded of the Tay Ma-
hal, impressive vet inged with sadness, Louise died
unexpectediy in 1904 while the castle was under
constructon, putting hundreds of stonemasons and
craftsmen out of work. George Boldt never stepped foot on Heart
Island again. The tale brings a tear to my eye, which 1 hide behind
a pairof sunglasses bought in the gift shop.

Back in Alexandria Bay for the parade, I see tractors towing
wooden skiffs tarted up to resemble pirate ships, sea wenches
singing bawdy sea chanteys, classic and not so classic cars, and
the ubiquitous weckend Harley riders in love with the sound of



The international border zigzags through the Thousand Islands with
New York State on one side and the province of Ontario on the other.
The islands range from 50 square miiles to the size of a carport.
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A fishing guide explained to me that most folks pick a favorite spot—be
it vacation home, summer rental, or campsite—that they return to year
can go on for generations.
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